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1  it  np  np  1? 

L  IS  1  1  D 

t 

T  O 

Dr.  PETER  SHAW, 


SIR, 


HAVING  had  the  Oppor¬ 
tunity,  during  tny  late  Tra¬ 
vels,  to  make  fome  ObJferva- 
tions  worth  your  Notice  ;  I  thought 
myfelB  under  an  indifpenfable  Obli¬ 
gation,  to  communicate  them  to 
you,  as  foon  as  a  fliort  Recefs  from 
Buhnefs  would  permit.  If  in  fo  do- 


(  2 ) 

ing  I  fhould  enlarge  a  little  too 
much,  or  feern  to  vary  from  my 
main  Subject,  I  hope  you’ll  excufe  it, 
and  attribute  it  to  the  Pleafure  I 
feel  in  imparting  and  fubmitting  my 
Sentiments  to  your  candid  and  im¬ 
partial  Judgment. 

J  *•'**.  ,'  H 

According  to  Hippocrates  and  Pa- 
racelfuss  Opinion,  Men  are  born 

with  the  Seeds  of  Difeafes,  or  a 

•  r. 

Difeafe  in  themfelves ;  which  Opi- 
nion,  upon  a  little  Speculation,  feems 
not  to  be  ill-grounded  ;  efpecially 
if  it  be  preluppos  d,  that  thole  great 
Princes  in  Phytic  did  not  mean  the 
whole  Frame  of  Nature,  but  only 
the  fpecifical  Matter,  the  human 
Body  is  compos’d  of  and  nourifh’d 
by;  in  which  the  outward  conco¬ 
mitant  Circumftances,  which  fre¬ 
quently  through  Ignorance  or  Lux¬ 
ury 


i 


ury  are  increas’d,  are  the  principal 
Caufes,  whereby  Nature  is  debili¬ 
tated  and  often  fupprefs’d. 

It  is  by  thefe  Circumdances,  that 
that  part  of  the  Study  of  Phyfic 
dyled  Pathology  is  become  fo  ab- 
ftrufe  and  difficult,  that  the  mod, 
skilful  Phyfician  frequently  finds 
himfelf  in  a  Maze,  out  of  which  he 
can  hardly  extricate  himfelf  through 
the  leveral  turnings  and  windings, 
efpecjally  by  the  prefent  Syftem  in 
Fafhion  ;  hecaufe  al  mod  every  body 
has  a  peculiar  way  of  managing 
his  Conftitution  as  Fancy  or  Con¬ 
ceit  guides  him  :  which  Evil,  at  the 
fame  time  that  it  gives  Room  to 
every  ignorant  Pretender  and  Half- 
Doctors  (whole  chief  Skill  con  fids 
in  a  formal  Diploma  of  their  De¬ 
gree,  and  a  Smattering  of  uncouth 

B  2  jargon  j 
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jargon,  of  Mechanical  Powers,  the 
Impreflion  of  the  Atmofphere,  and 
the  Degrees  of  Heat  and  Cold  in 
this  or  that  Drug  or  Medicine)  to 
excufe  their  want  of  Difcernment 
in  the  primary  Caufe  of  their  Pa¬ 
tient’s  Difeafe,  and  the  proper  Re¬ 
medies,  whereby  the  corrupt  Juices 
are  to  be  corrected  :  It  alfo  pro¬ 
motes  the  Apothecaries  Trade,  and 
fills  their  Purfes,  by  continually 
preaching  up  to  their  brain-lick  Pa¬ 
tients,  that  they  know  their  Con- 
flitution  ;  how  fhould  the  Doctor, 
who  comes  but  once  or  twice  ? 

s. 

Thus  Mankind  often  are  play’d 
with,  till  the  Grave  covers  the  in¬ 
coherent  Pra&ice  of  both  ! 

Nor  can  this  Evil  be  thoroughly 
remedied,  whilft  Luxury  and  Wan- 
tonne fs  encreafes,  altho'  this  (com¬ 
monly 


monly  ftyledj  fecond  Part  oi  the 
Study  of  Phyfic,  or  Pathology,  might 

receive  coniiderable  Additions  and 

* 

Amendments,  would  the  Gentlemen 
of  the  Faculty  renounce  certain  re¬ 
ceived  Hypothefes,  (too  much  in 
Vogue  at  present)  not  regard  Che- 

miftry  fo  fuperficially,  or  confine 
it  in  fo  narrow  a  Compafs  ;  and 
inftead  of  adhering  too  ftridtly  to 
Mechanical  and  Syftematical  Prin¬ 
ciples,  would  fearch  more  deeply 
into  the  Property  of  the  various 
Juices  in  the  human  Body  in  the 
feveral  Ventricles,  and  the  occult 
Specifical  Virtue  of  every  individual 
Product  of  Art. and  Nature. 

Tho’  this,  Sir,  may  feem  a  Di- 
greilion  from  my  prefent  Scope, 
which  is,  to  treat  on  a  Subject  pro¬ 
perly  belonging  to  that  part  of  Phy- 

fic 
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lie  called  Materia  Medica ;  yet  as 
the  one  is  fo  interwoven  and  clofely* 
connected  with  the  other,  I  could 
not  omit  making  this  fhort  Reflec¬ 
tion  ?  efpecially,  as  it  accounts  part¬ 
ly  for  the  Caufes,  why  the  beft- 
concerted,  long-approv’d  of  and 
often -experienc’d  Specifics  again  ft 
certain  Difeafes,  have  frequently 
proved  unfuccefsful  by  unskilful 
Adminiftration ;  whereby,  in  pro- 

i 

cefs  of  Time,  they  firft  fall  into 
Difcredit,  and  at  laft  become  as  it 
were  obliterated,  to  the  no  fmall  De¬ 
cay  of  Phytic  and  the  Art  of  Heal¬ 
ing- 

X  know  the  bare  mentioning  a 
Specific  in  this  prefent  Age,  gives 
immediately  a  handle  to  every  Me- 
dicaftre,  Critic,  or  Wife-acre,- to 
fneer  at  it,  and  give  it  the  Name  of 
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a  Quack  Remedy,  and  to  ftigmatize 
the  Perlon,  who  broaches  that 
Dodrine,  with  the  Name  of  Em- 
piric  or  High  German  Dodor.  I 
am  not  inclin’d  to  ftand  up  as  a 
Champion  in  defence  of  Specifics, 
nor  enter  into  Conte  ft  with  thofe 
Gentlemen,  who,  from  a  Motive  of 
Self-Intereft,  Prefumption,  or  Want 
of  Experience,  are  pleas’d  indis¬ 
criminately  to  exterminate  all  Speci¬ 
fics  out  of  the  Pradice  of  Phyfic  : 
I  am  fatisfied  to  have  the  Sandion 
of  skilful  and  able  Praditioners  in 
all  Ages,  who  have  admitted  a  fpe- 
cifical  occult  Property  in  Numbers 
of  Remedies  againft  certain  Difeafes, 
Neither  fhould  I  be  at  a  Lois  to 
prove,  by  undoubted  T eftimonies, 
the  Virtues  of  feveral  Specifics  in 
many  Difeafes  incident  to  the  hu¬ 


man 
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man  Body,  and  from  thence  to  draw 
a  Conclufion  ck  Minori  ad  Majus  % 

l 

That  every  Difeafe  has  its  certain 
Remedy,  numbers  whereof  are  in- 
tirely  loft,  to  the  no  fmall  Detri¬ 
ment  of  Mankind,  whilft  others 
are  wrapped  up  in  Oblivion,  or  are 
only  to  be  met  with  in  the  Hands 
of  the  Vulgar,  and  fo  are  ne¬ 
glected, 

O 

'  ’  * 

The  only  Realon  I  can  allign  for 

this  Lois  or  NegleCt,  is,  That  Pa- 
racelfus  being  poftefs’d  of  feveral 
valuable  chemical  Secrets,  perform¬ 
ed  miraculous  Cures  ;  which  others 
feeing,  and  People  growing  weary 
of  fwallowing  large  naufeous  Dofes 
of  Galenical  Decoctions,  Confec¬ 
tions,  Boluft'es,  and  Electuaries, 
with  which  they  were  cramm’d 
often  to  little  purpofe,  Chemicals 
1  became 


became  in  great  Efteem  by  reafcn 
of  their  fmall  Dofes  and  powerful 
Operations;  this  forc’d  mo  ft  Phy- 
ftcians  in  thofe  Times,  to  attempt 
the  fame  Method,  and  to  lay  alide 
Galenical  Prefcriptions,  whereby  the 
ftudy  and  ufe  of  Simples  became 
foon  negledted,  and  as  it  were,  en¬ 
tirely  defpis’d  ;  Herbs  and  Roots  be¬ 
came  of  no  Account ;  fpagyrical 
Preparations  from  Metals  and  Mi¬ 
nerals  were  cried  up  as  infallible 
Remedies ;  Alchemy  was  the  dar¬ 
ling  Objecft  of  every  body  ;  and  tho’ 
it  muft  be  confefs’d  that  the  excel¬ 
lent  Difcoveries  which  have  been 


made  in  Chemiftry,  are  owing  to 
that  Infatuation,  and  to  the  Search 
after  the  univerfal  Medicine,  vet 

'  J 

few  being  able  to  pierce  through  the 
Veil  of  the  enigmatical  and  rayfte- 

C 


nous 
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nous  Writings  of  Paracelfus *  and 
the  Ability  of  fome  of  his  Follow-* 
ers  not  being  adequate  to  their  Zeal 
for  his  Do&rine,  feveral  ufelefs  and 
idle  Precedes  were  gradually  intro¬ 
duc’d  into  that  otherwife  fublime 
Science,  which  afterwards  brought 
the  dime  in  its  Turn  into  Con¬ 
tempt, 

Thus  a  Cloud  was  spread  for  a 
while  over  the  whole  Pradice  of 
Phyfic,  Theoretical  and  Pradtical, 
until  of  late  Years,  that  through  the 
Indefatigable  Labours  and  Study  of 
-feveral  bright  Genius’s,  this  Darkneis 
lias,  in  a  great  meafure,  been  dif- 
pell’d ;  efpecially  in  Chemiftry,  which 
now  appears  with  more  Splendor 
than  ever,  and  furnifhes  us  with 
fuch  excellent  Lights  as  former  Ages 

could  never  boa  ft  of.  It  is  to  be  la- 

*  . 

mented, 
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fronted,  that  Indolence,  Self-Inte- 
reft  and  Avarice  fhould  obftnuft  its 
relplendent  Beams,  and  debar  Man¬ 
kind  from  reaping  the  full  Benefit 
thereof.  That  this  is  the  Cafe  at 
prefent  in  this  great  Metropolis,  is 
manifeft  from  the  infinite  Adultera¬ 
tions  which  Craft  and  Subtilty  have 
introduc’d  in  all  manner  of  chemi¬ 
cal  Preparations ;  a  Crime  horrid  in 
itfel  1,  as  it  abfolutely  tends  to  the 
Prejudice  of  both  Phyfician  and  Pa¬ 
tient,  yet  publickly  avowed  and 
confefs’d ;  for  there  is  hardly  one 
Preparation  which  can  be  relied  on 
to  be  genuine  according  to  the  ori- 

O  O 

gina!  Prefcription,  efpeciallv  in  thofe 
which  require  a  peculiar  Nicety, 

Care,  and  Trouble,  and  which  are 

* 

attended  with  fome  extraordinary 
Expence.  Thefe  Sophiftications  are 

C  2  fup- 
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fup ported  by  two  Reafons :  The 
firft,  that  idem  facit  idem ,  which 
Aphorifm,  tho’  plauiible,  yet  will 
not  hold  true  in  many  Cafes,  as  I 
could  prove  by  feveral  Inftances. 
The  fecond  is,  that  fome  Chemifts 
to  gain  Cuftomers,  have  reduc’d  the 
Price  fo  low,  that  it  is  impodible  to 
afford  them  for  that  Price  ;  that  A- 
pothecaries,  Surgeons,  and  Under- 
ftrappers,  whofe  only  Buiinefs  is  to 
get  Money,  [honeftly  if  they  can)  be¬ 
ing  ufed  to  fuch  low  Prices,  will 
not  recede  from  it,  becaufe  one 
Man’s  Word  for  the  Genuinenefs  of 
its  Preparations  is  no  more  to  be 
taken  than  another’s ;  fo  that  thole 
who  would  not  fubmit  to  the  Cii- 
ftom  introduc’d,  and  go  with  the 
Torrent,  muft  llarve  or  break. 
Thus  the  Corruption  is  become  ge¬ 
neral, 
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lleraf,  and  unlefs  a  fpeedy  Stop  is 
put  to  it,  this  noble  Science  mu  ft  by 
degrees  fall  again  into  Contempt.  But 
what  Remedy  to  apply,  I  {hall  not 
now  take  upon  me  to  point  out,  be¬ 
ing  foreign  to  my  prefent  Purpofe. 
Thus  much  I  thought  proper  to 
mention,  to  fhew  how  uncertain 
the  Practice  of  the  able  ft  Phyfician 
in  this  great  City  muft  be,  unlefs 
he  now  and  then  puts  his  Hand  to- 
the  Plow,  and  prepares  fome  Re-' 
medies ;  fuch  as  E {fences,  Extracts, 
Magifteries,  Tin du res,  &C.  himfelf, 
according  to  his  Intention ;  for  how 
can  he  other  wife  be  fare  either  of 
the  Patient’s  Difeafe,  or  the  Metho¬ 
ds  curandi  f  He  frames  his  Judg¬ 
ment  of  the  Difeafe  according  to 
the  outward  Symptoms,  arid  what 
Information  he  can  collect  from  the 

Patient’s 
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Patient’s  Mouth,  who  often  is  not 
able  to  declare  his  Cafe  ;  he  pre- 
fcribes  to  the  belt  of  his  Ability", 
the  Remedy  he  thinks  will  be  ef¬ 
fectual  ;  but  the  fame,  by  reafon  of 
a  Defect  in  the  Preparation,  does 
not  anfwer  his  Wifhes.  Muft  he 
then  not  be  at  a  Lofs  in  both,  and 
have  Recou rfe  to  a  different  Me¬ 
thod,  by  which  his  Patient  may 
perhaps  be  more  injured  than  bene¬ 
fited  ?  Thus  People’s  Healths  are- 
dallied  and  play’d  with  by  thofe,  in 
whom  the  greateft  Truft  and  Con¬ 
fidence  ought  to  be  repos’d  ;  I  mean 
the  Chemifts,  whofe  Prcfefiion 
ought  to  be  the  mo  ft  facrcd ;  for 
Apothecaries,  who  make  up  the 
Prefcriptions,  never  prepare  their 
Chemicals ;  they  have  no  leifure 
for  it,  being  now-a-days  ail  turn’d 
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into  petty  Doctors,  nor  would  the 
Expence  of  preparing  fmall  Quan¬ 
tities  anfwer  their  Ends  in  point  qf 
I  ntereft. 

I  could  here  expatiate  largely  up¬ 
on  the  various  Abufes  now  general¬ 
ly  practis’d,  but  fhall  leave  that  for 
the  Subject  of  another  Letter,  and 
return  to  my  former  Purpofe. 

I  obferv’d  before,  how  by  the 
too  ftriCt  Adherence  to  Chemicals, 
according  to  P aracelfus  •$>  DoCtrine, 
feveral  valuable  Specifics  were  ne¬ 
glected  and  loft,  which  perhaps 
may  never  be  recovered. 

Thefe  Followers  of  that  great 
Mafter  of  Phyfic,  did  not  confider, 
what  he  in  feveral  Places  mentions 

*%  t  i -  s  '  f 

of  occult  Properties,  nor  the  Method 
he  himfelf  purfued  and  ftrongly  re¬ 
commends  in  fome  of  his  Writings, 

which 
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which  was  to  enquire  in  his  Travels  of 
all  Degrees  of  Men,  the  Quack  orEm- 
piric,  the  Country  Squire,  the  Far¬ 
mer,  the  Publican,  and  every  old 
Woman,  what  Remedy  they  made 
ufe  of  for  themfelves,  their  Chil¬ 
dren,  or  their  Neighbours.  This 
he  examined  naturally  and  cabali- 
ftically,  by  the  Rules  of  Art  and 
Signal ura  rerum  ;  which  Method 
they  thought,  and  moil  Phyficians 
now-a-days  may  think  idle  and  ri¬ 
diculous,  and  below  the  Dignity  of 
a  Graduate  Phylician.  But,  Sir, 
give  me  Leave  to  fay,  that  great  Ad¬ 
vantages  may  often  accrue  from  this 
Method,  even  according  to  the  fim- 
ple  Englijh  Proverb,  That  IVifdom 
may  be  learned  of  a  Fool,  and  hV ork~ 
nwnfmp  of  a  Botcher, 
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I  am  not  alham’d  to  confefs  that 

A 

this  Method  of  Paracelfus  coinci¬ 
ding  with  a  natural  Inquilitivenels 
of  my  Temper,  joined  to  an  ardent 
Delire  I  always  had  to  improve  what 
little  Talent  the  Almighty  has  en- 
trufted  me  with  for  the  Benefit  of 
Mankind;  I  never  fcrupled  or 
thought  it  below  the  Sphere  of  Life 
I  mov’d  in,  to  inquire  in  my  Tra¬ 
vels,  from  everv  individual  Perfon 

f  j 

I  chanc’d  to  converfe  with,  with¬ 
out  Piliin&ion,  what  they  knew  of 
Phylic ;  and  what  Remedy  they 
made  ufe  of  in  one  Difeale  or  o- 
ther. 

1  conlidered  that  Health  being 
the  moft  valuable  Treafure,  which 
every  Mortal  endeavours  to  enjoy 
uninterrupted  ;  the  Country  Squire 
or.  his  Lady,  the  Parfon  or  his 

D  Wife; 
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Wife ;  the  Farmer,  the  Publican  ; 
every  body  of  what  Degree  foever, 
is  follicitous  to  know  what  is  good 
for  this  or  that  Sicknefs ;  which 
is  handed  down  from  Father  to  Son, 
and  carefully  remembered  and  pre¬ 
served  as  Family-Remedies.  They 
often  in  appearance,  are  very  lim- 
ple,  but  lome  of  them  prove  fre¬ 
quently  of  great  Efficacy. 

Fo  this  Inquffitivenefs  of  mine  it 
is  owing,  that  i  have  been  enabled 
to  make  a  remarkable  Improvement 
and  Addition  in  the  Pulvis  Epilep¬ 
tics  s  niger ,  which  induc’d  me  to 
trouble  you  with  this  Letter,  and 
which  is  the  principal  Subjed  of  it. 
And  as,  to  the  bell  of  my  Know¬ 
ledge,  the  Composition  of  this 
Powder  has  never  yet  been  publifh’d 
m  any  Dilpenfatory,  but  only  been 

handed 
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handed  about  in  Manufcripts  under 
various  Forms  and  Shapes.  I  have 
the  Honour  to  prefent  you  here  with 
the  be  ft  Prelcription,  as  approv’d  of 
by  the  late  Eminent  Dr.  Stahl  and 
Dr.  Neuman ;  which  is  as  follows, 
viz. 

1 f  Talor.  Lepor.  ad  nigred.  calcin. 
Eboris  ufli  nigri ,  ana  3v. 

Rad.  V incetoxici , 

Poeonice , 

Rr aleriance , 

C.  Cerv.  S.  Igne  calc. 

Corallor.  rubr.  prcep. 

Ungular.  Aids , 

Succini  prcep. 

Glaciei  rnarice  calcin.  ana  3ils. 
Conchar  OJlrear.S.  Igne  prcep.  3ij. 
Herb.  Card,  bened. 

Sent.  Aquilegice ,  ana  3j. 


Extr. 
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E xtr.  Papav.  errat.  Tfe.  * 

Sal  Sue  tin.  depur  ait , 

C.  Cervi  ana  &L 
01.  Mach , 

Chamomillcz  vulg.  ana  gr.  x  v . 
M.  f.  Pulv.  fubtih 


The  aforefaid  Powder  truly  pre¬ 
pared,  lias,  in  the  Practice  of  Phy¬ 
tic,  gained  a  high  Reputation  by  the 
wonderful  Succefs  it  has  met  with, 
not  only  in  the  Falling  Sicknefs,  in 
which  no  other  hitherto  known  Re¬ 
medy  or  Prefcription  what  foe  ver  can 
equal  it  in  Efficacy,  but  alfo  in  all 
Spafmodic,  Convulfive,  Byfteric, 
and  Hypochondriac  Difeafes.  It 
lias  likewife  proved  very  beneficial  in 
the  Wind-Colic,  Griping  of  the 


*  Note,  The  heft  Mcdio'ct  oh  preparing  this 
Extradb,  is,  according  to  Hoffman's  Direction  in 
h;s  Cldvp  Pharmaceutica  Sctimderiana. 


Bowels,  and  the  inward  Piles;  as 
alfo  in  Calculo  Remmr  or  the  Gra¬ 
vel,  which  it  carries  off  plentifully 
through  the  urinary  Paftages ;  efpe- 
dally,  if  in  thefe  laft  Cafes,  the  An- 
timonium  Diaphor.  Martiale  and 
Nitrum  depuration  be  added  to  it. 
In  Children  it  takes  away  all  fharp 
Humours  in  primis  V iisy  opens  the 
ObftruCtions  of  the  Mefentery,  kills 
and  refills  the  Worms,  promotes 
Perfpiration,  and  gives  reft.  Some¬ 
times  it  has  likewife  proved  benefi¬ 
cial  in  the  Atrophia  and  Sweating- 
Sicknefs,  efpeeially  in  Children. 

Every  prudent  Practitioner  who 
has  a  mind  to  make  ule  of  it,  will, 
according  to  his  own  Judgment, 
and  the  Indie  anti  a  cur at  iv  a  know 
how  to  exhibit  it  I  ftiall  therefore 
only  obferve,  that  with  regard  to 

the' 
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the  Extract  of  Poppies,  the  fame 
does  in  no  wife  operate  like  Opium, 
by  ftupifving ;  fo  that  this  Powder 
may  be  fafely  given  from  gr.  vj.  to 
to  9j.  and  upwards,  according  to 
the  Age  and  Conftitution  of  the  Pa¬ 
tient. 

*  X  1* 

1  now  come  to  that  part  of  my 

Subject  which  relates  to  the  Im¬ 
provement  I  made  in  the  above 
Powder.  In  my  Travels  thro’  fe¬ 
ver  a  1  parts  of  my  native  Country,  I 
obferved.  that  the  common  People 
prefer ved  a  particular  litle  Bone  of 
an  odd  Shape,  which  is  found  in  a 
Hog’s  Head,  in  one  Corner  of  the 
Bone  adjoining  to  th  z'Dura  Mater  at 
the  Bottom  tideways,  fo  that  each 

v  *  “  * 

Head  has  two  of  thefe  little  Bones 
parallel  to  one  another  ;  and  having 


never 
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never  heard  before  the  fame  men¬ 
tioned  by  any  learned  Man,  and  no 
Notice  being  taken  thereof  by  any 
Author  antient  or  modern  I  have 
read,  I  enquired  the  Ufe  thereof ; 
when,  to  my  great  Surprize,  I 
was  told,  that  the  fame  was  an  in- 
fallible  Remedy  againft  the  Fal Ling- 
Sick  nefs,  which  they  ufed  in  the 
following  manner^  viz. 

They  dry  thefe  Bones  gradually 
on  the  Stoves  (by  which  the  Rooms 
in  Germany  are  warmed]  and  after 
being  dried  thoroughly,  they  re¬ 
duce  them  to  a  Powder,  which  they 
divide  in  nine  equal  Parts,  and  give 
one  Powder  each  Morning  falling, 
for  nine  fucceffive  Mornings.  For 
a  young  Child  at  the  Breaft  of  one 
Month  old  or  upwards,  they  take 
three  of  thefe  Bones ;  for  a  Child 

from 
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from  one  Year  to  five  Years  old, 
they  take  five  of  thefe  Bones ;  and 
for  one  of  five  Years  and  upwards? 
feven  or  nine,  gradually  encreafing 
the  Number  by  two  and  two,  as  far 
as  feventeen  of  thefe  Bones,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Age  of  the  afflicted  Per- 
fan,  to  their  full  Age  ;  always  ob- 
ferving  the  odd  Number,  and  di¬ 
viding  the  whole  in  nine  equal 
Parts. 

The  Infallibility  which  was  a- 
Icribed  to  this  fpecific  Remedy .  by 
the  common  People  who  had  it  in 
their  Pofiefiion,  (and  as  it  is  ufuai 
amongft  them  in  the  like  Cafes)  in¬ 
duced  me  to  make  Trial  thereof  in 
three  or  four  different  flight  Epilep- 
tical  Cafes,  wherein  I  met  with  the 
wifb’d  for  Succefs.  But  in  a  ftub- 
feorn  and  deep-rooted  Epilepfy,  they 

would 


(  a5  ) 

would  not  anfwer  my  Expectations' 

/  a 

or  produce  any  fenfible  Effedt.  : 

This  made  me  frequently  reflect 
on  the  Nature  and  occult  Property 
ot  thefe  Bones,  and  the  Manner  in- 
which  they  operated.  I  conceived, 
that  as  they  performed  their  Ope¬ 
ration  in  Cafes  v/here  the  Malady 
was  not  of  long  flanding  or  deeply 
rooted  ;  if  the  foecific  Virtue  which 

3  A 

was  the  Caufe  of  their  Effects  in  . 
fome  Cafes,  could  in  any  wile  be 
exalted  or  meliorated,  they  might 
probably  prove  more  beneficial  in 
all  Cafes,  and  where  the  Difeafe  was 
of  ever  fo  long  flanding  or  deeply 
rooted. 

Thus  ponderating  and  reflecting 
by  myfelf,  I  remembered  the  well- 
grounded  and  ufeful  Oblervations, 
which  the  famous  Dr,  Neutnan 

E  :  makes 
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makes  in  his  Chemical  Lectures  on 
the  aforefaid  black  Epileptical  Pow¬ 
der  ;  where,  pag.  521,  this  moft  a- 
ble  Chemift  gives  this  Caution,  not 
to  prepare  at  once  too  much  of  the 
faid  Compolition  for  Ufe ;  to  the  • 
Intent  that  the  Tali  Leporis  may  al¬ 
ways  be  put  to  it  newly  calcin’d,  by 
reafon  that  the  principal  Virtue  lies 
in  the  therein  remaining  urinous  and 
empyreumatic  (or  fuliginous)  Oil ; 
a  Caution  the  more  remarkable,  as 
it  plainly  demonflrates  what  Care  - 
and  Nicety  is  required  in  the  Prepa¬ 
ration  of  Medicines,  and  that  the 
Power  and  Efficacy  thereof  may  be 
either  increas’d  or  debilitated  by  the  - 
leaf!  trifling  Circumftance  in  the 
niodelizing  of  it. 

Hereupon  having  an  Opportunity 
to  make  a  further  Experiment  of 

thi 
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this  fpecific  Bone  on  a  Boy  of  i 
Years  of  Age,  who  from  his  tender 
Infancy  had  been  aftlidted  with  this 
Pifeafe,  and  of  whom  all  hopes  for 
a  Cure  feem’d  to  be  loft :  there¬ 
fore,  purfuant  to  the  aforefaid  Re^ 
ftecftions  which  I  had  made,  I  cal¬ 
cin’d  thefe  Bones  to  a  Black nefs, 
and  having  finely  povvderei  them, 
gave  sis,  thereof  to  the  Boy  without 
the  Addition  of  any  one  thing.  This 
I  continued  for  the  Space  of  a  Fort¬ 
night,  during  which  time  I  had  the 
Pleafure  to  obferve  a  confiderable 
Alteration  for  the  better  every  Day  * 
fo  that  at  the  Fortnight’s  End  the 
Boy,  to  my  agreeable  Surprize,  was 
radically  cured. 

I  afterwards  exhibited,  the  faid 

Bones,  calcined  in  the-  manner  a- 
forefaid,  and  reduced.'  to  a  fine  Pow- 

E  2  der, 
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der,  feveral  times  in  the  like  Cafes 
with  equal  Succefs  :  at  firft  folely 
by  themfelves,  without  any  addi¬ 
tion ;  but  that  proving  frequently 
too  troublefome,  by  reafon  of  the 
Quantities  required,  which  I  could 
not  always  readily  come  at,  I  added 
the  Puhis>  epilepticus  niger  to  it, 
leaving  the  Palos  Leporis  out  of  it, 
and  fubftituted  in  lieu  ot  them  thefe 
calcined  Bones.,  By  which  Method 
the  Virtue  of  the  one  and  the  other 
became  more  confpicuous  and  vifible 
to  the  Eye,  efpecially  in  Cales  where 
reafonably  a  Cure  might  be  expedted  ; 
and  where  the  whole  Frame  of  Na¬ 
ture  was  not,  through  the  long  con¬ 
tinuance  oi  the  Difeafe,  difabled  from 
co-operating  with  the  Medicine,  or 
where  the  Texture  of  the  Nerves. 

X  « 

Sinews,  and  capillary  Veflels, 
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was  not  deftroyed ,  fo  that  the  re- 
ftoring  them  to  their  former  Tone 
was  morally  impoflible.  Neverthe- 
lefs,  in  thefe  obdurate  and  invete¬ 
rate  Cafes,  this  fo  corrected  and 
amended  Pulvis Epilepticus  perform¬ 
ed  its  Operation  fo  far,  as  to  make 
the  Difeafe  more  tolerable. 

The  repeated  Experience  I  have 
had  of  the  aforefaid  Powder,  and 

the  confiderable  Amendment  I  have 

■ 

found  in  it  by  fubftitudng  in  lieu 
of  the  Tali  Leporis ,  the  OJJlcula  Epi- 

leptica ,  or  . . 

as  for  the  future  I  (hall  beg  leave 
to  call  thefe  Bones  out  of  the  Hogr’s 

O 

Head,  made  me  take  the  liberty  to 
addrefs- thefe  Obfervations  to  you, 
and  humbly  to  fubmit  them  to  your 
Judgment  ;  thinkjng  it  a  Crime  to 
conceal  fo  valuable  a  Remedy  any 

longer 
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longer  from  the  World :  For,  as  a 
Phyfician,  I  think  it  my  indilpenfa- 
ble  Duty  to  fticcour  my  afflicted 
Fellow-Creatures,  not  only  by  my 
own  Practice,  but  alfo  by  imparting 
to  the  World  thofe  Lights  which 
Labour  or  Experience  has,  or  here¬ 
after  may  furnifli  me  with. 

tr  1  %  & 

The  annexed  Plate  fhews  the  Si¬ 
tuation  of  thefe  Bones  and  their 
Shape. 


a.  a.  a.  a.  Retire fent  the  Skull  of  the 
Hog . 

b,  b.  'The  Places  where  the  little  Bones 

are  found.  1 

C.  The  .upper  Part  of  the 
d.  The  -lo  wer  Part  of  tire 

*  i  •  *  yj'  \ . 

,1  mail  not  here  enter  into  a 
euffion  of  the  primary  Caufe  effedf- 

2  ing 


2 
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ing  the  Falling- Sick  nefs ;  but  only 

^  I  ' 

oblerve,  that  all  Remedies  againft 
that  Dileafe,  eonfifting  principally 
of  hard  Concretes,  filch  as  Cranium 

hr  ** 

'  4. 

humanum ,  Uttgulce  Alcium ,  Corailiar 
Succinum ,  &c.  operate  all  alike. 
For  where  the  Conftitution  is  ftrong, 
Nature  by  the  inward  Heat  and 
Motion  works  them  into  the  fame 
urinous  Quality,  to  which  the  Cal¬ 
cination  by  a  material  Fire  reduces 
them.  But  this  being  difficult,  and 
few  Conditutions  ftrong  enough  to 
perform  this  Office,  it  is  for  this 
Reafon,  I  conceive,  that  the  antient 
Prefcriptions  feldom  produce  the  de- 
fired  Effect,  belldes  that  Nature  by 
fuch  ftrong  Efforts  is  very  much 
weaken’d.  = 

I  am  the  more  confirm’d  in  this 

w  •'  ..  ?  * 

Opinion,  by  the  Effe&s  the  unpre¬ 
par’d 
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par’d  Offtcula  Epilepiica  have  pro¬ 
duc’d  in  this  Difeale  among  the 
lower  Clafs,  or  labouring  People, 
and  whereby  they  have  gain’d  fuch 
high  Repute  among  them :  for 
where  are  the  Conftitutions  ftronger 
or  the  natural  Heat  greater,  than  in 
fuch  fort  of  People  ?  And  from 
hence  I  may  fafely  draw  this  Con- 
clulion,  that  Chemiftry  is  the  trueft 
and  bell;  Hand-maid  to  a  Phylician, 
whereby  he  belb  may  allift  Nature 
in  its  Operation.  In  this  Point  I 
entirely  appeal  to  you  ;  and  to  your 
Judgment  only,  as  a  perfect  Profit 
cient  in  this  noble  and  divine  Sci¬ 
ence,  I  refer  it,  whether  any  one 
ought  to  boa  ft  of  being  a  good  Phy- 
fician,  who  is  not  fufficiently  skill’d 
in  this  Art? 

:  -  -  .  i 
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I  cannot  omit  quoting  here  the 
Authority  of  Matthiolusy  who,  in 
his  Ep.  Medic,  fay  s,  Nemim  Medi- 
cum  abfolutum  ejfe  poJJey  into  me 
mediocrem,  niji  in  Chemica  arte  Jit 
txereitatns.  Which  isconfirrned  by 
moft  Moderns,  at  leaft  in  foreign 
Parts,  where  Phyfic  flourifhes  ;  e- 
Jfpecially  by  the  learned  Dr.  Zimmer - 
many  who  in  his  Preface  to  the 
.  Chemical  Letters  of  the  herein 
before*  mentioned  excellent  Ghe- 
mift  and  Phyfician  Dr.  Neuman , 
which  he  revis’d  and  publifh’d  after 
the  Deceafe  of  the  Author,  inter 
alia  fays,  “  Without  the  Knowledge 
sc  of  Chemiflry,  no  Phyfician  or 
“  Surgeon  can  pradife  rationally, 

r  •w  ~ 

u  for  the  Medic  a?n  era  a  cum  ufu  [ex 
rerum  non-naturalium ,  are  the 

F  <c  chief 
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«■  chief  Inftruments :  for  when  you 
((  come  to  conftder  the  human  Bo- 
“  dy,  the  Phyfiology  funder  which 

(c  Anatomy  is  comprehended)  is 
a  grounded  on  Chemiftry  ;  for 

a  how  otherwife  can  you  explain 

s<  on  the  Mixture  of  Bodies,  its 

“  folid  and  fluid  Parts,  the  Di- 

“  geftion,  Chylification,  Sanguifi- 

a  cation,  commutationem  Lymphce 

et  in  Sanguinem ,  &  iterum  Sangui~ 

44  nis  i?i  Serum  &  Ly?npha?n  ;  but 

<c  by  Syncrijin  &  Dicicrijin  Chetni- 
u  cam.  ■ 

“  Neither  can  any  Progrefs  be 
a  made  in  Pathology  without 
«  Chemiftry ;  for  if  the  Vitia  pri~ 

<£  tnarum 


i 


( 


35 


*  '  '*  ■  .  .  -M. 

u  marum  v'tarum  a  Digejlione  icsfa 

A  *  J 

a  aut  labefa&a  comes  under  Con- 
a  ^deration,  and  you  underftand 
“  not  the  Art  of  Fermentation, 
“  you  can  do  but  little  in  The- 
H  rapeia . 


a  Further,  to  explain  the  vari- 
ous  .  Effervefcences  and  Corrur- 
u  tions  of  the  different  Juices,  from 
a  whence  Ipring  putrid,  flanking 
“  Exulcerations,  Sphacelous  Tu- 
<c  mours  and  Inflammatory  Difeafes, 
“  it  is  abfolutely  neceflary  to  have 
“  recourfe  to  Chemiftry  \  and  by 
“  what  Rules  can  any  one  exa- 
a  mine,  what  Food  is  hurtful  or 

F  2  bene- 


( 


I 


“  beneficial  to  the  human  Body,  but 
i(  by  Chemiftry  : 


? 


it  were  to  be  wifh’d  fome  Gen- 

,“r  :  ±  , 

tle.men  of  the  Faculty  would  en- 

p  !  ■  >  ^  :  .  • 

ter  more  ferioufiy  into  the  Difqui- 
fition  of  thefe  Truths,  and  not  reft 
contented  with  a  fuperficial  Theo¬ 
ry,  but  home  times  exert  themfelves 
in  the  Practical  Part  :  They  would 
then  not  fall  into  fuch  Errors  and 
commit  thofe  Miftakes,  which  too 
frequently  they  are  liable  to. 


Had  (that  otherwife  learned  and 
skillful  Man)  Dr.  Quincy,  been 
more  converfant  in  this  noble  Sci¬ 
ence,  and  known  how  to  inform 

his  Judgment  by  this  Touchftone  ; 

he 
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he  would  in  his  ’Difpenfaiory  tmi 

i 

have  given  an  indifferent  Charac¬ 
ter  to  moft  of  the  Ingredients^ 


of  which  the  Pwhis  Epileptiims 
Niger  is  compofed,  as  he  has  done  ; 
fome  whereof  he  totally  condemns 
without  Reafon. 


I  might  enlarge  more  upon  this 
Subjedt,  but  fearing  I  have  already 
exceeded  the  Bounds  of  a  Letter, 
and  made  too  free  with  your  Pa¬ 
tience,  and  the  Liberty  you  are 
pleafed  to  indulge  me  with  in 
writing  to  you ;  I  fhall  there¬ 
fore  in  Conclulion  only  oblerve, 
that  the  Cranium  humanum^  Tali 

Leporis,  Ungulce  Alcium,  or  any 

other 
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other  Thing  of  a  bony  Nature, 
will  in  my  humble  Opinion  never 
be  of  that  Efficacy  in  Epileptical 
Difeafes  as  the  above-mentioned 

OJficula  Epileptica.  Which  therefore 
I  recommend  above  all  others. 

I CIM)  &C>- 


March  the  icth, 
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